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come to be enacted !! Our European readers need
not feel aghast at these strong expressions. These
expressions can be exaggerations only to those of us
who have forgotten how the Christian world perse-
cuted and killed the greatest thinker and astronomer
of the times, when he discovered and declared that
the Sun is stationary and that it is the earth that
moves___a statement against the then Biblical decla-
rations !
Let us try to understand the import of the state-
ment made by the Upanishad in the light of the
scientific discoveries of our own times. The sense-
organ, ear, is declared to be presided over by Akasha
(space). Our modern scientists will admit that sound
can be created and conveyed only in space; if there
were no space, no sound would have been generated
or conveyed. The world that lies beyond the concept
of space known to all of us is the world of sleep;
where, certainly sound has no entry. Viewed thus
what is wrong if the great masters of the Upanishad
had declared that the "ear is presided over by Space".
In a dark room for all our struggles to "see",
we shall see nothing but darkness. When the room
is lit we see the objects. Thus, in the presence of the
objects, the eyes cannot see them except when they
are blessed by the principle of light. In short, only
in a medium of light can the instrument eye function,
except in negligible darkness too!!! Such being the
case what is wrong if the Rishis of the Upanishads,
in the language of their era, describe the instrument